
2010 ISF World Schools Cross Country Championships, Liptovsky Mikulus, Slovakia 19-24 April 
Haileybury Australian Girls School Representatives 

World Schools Champion (Gold Medallist) - Tessa Craig, World Schools Team Silver Medallists ς Haileybury Australia  
Event Website: http://www.sass.sk/crosscountry/index.php?lang=en (Ctrl + Click) 

 
By Stephen McMahon ATFCA Level 4 
Chair of Athletics & Head of Cross Country 
 
The Haileybury Hearts avoided riots in Athens and 
overcome volcano cancelled flights, to claim 1 Gold 
and 1 Silver medal at the 2010 International School 
Sport Federation (ISF) World Schools Cross Country 
Championships ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
best ever performance in this event in its 35 year 
history (7 medals in total). We arrived one day later 
than scheduled after a hastily organised 16 hour 
Adriatic ferry from Greece to Italy and 10 hour coach 
trip from Ancona to Bratislava.  
 

 
 
The WSXC is conducted every two years and is the 
only global event for Under 18 Cross Country. Each 
competing nation must enter their national schools 
team champions (in 2009 this was Haileybury Girls 
and Marcellin College Boys). Once these teams are 
filled, each nation may then choose a team of select 
boys and girls also from the 2009 National 
Championships (Selection Trials). At WSXC, the school 
team events have the greatest number of teams and  

runners competing and have more prestige than the 
smaller but usually faster run ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΩΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ 
day, there were two ΨschoolsΩ races and ǘǿƻ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘΩ 
races for boys and girls. The course was 2 laps of 
1,710M for girls (3,420M) and 3 laps (5,130M) for 
boys. Each team may enter 6 runners with the top 4 
scoring. 
 
Tessa Craig and Melanie Townsend survived the first 
300M of mayhem (with 107 girls from 18 nations 
negotiating two 1800 turns) to hit the first downhill 
section in 1st and 2nd place at the 700M mark. After a 
loop including 2 bridge crossings, Tessa surged up the 
hill challenged only ōȅ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ wǳǘƘ IŀȅƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
temporarily passed. Just behind there was intense 
action with steeplechaser Tashana Kehoe-Sporton 
also pushing very hard and her sister Ashlee Kehoe-
Sporton, Siobhan Jagusch and Tayla Daly just behind 
in a long procession of athletes from all  nations.  
 
Going through the first lap Tessa again opened a gap 
and was leading, while Melanie had secured a strong 
position in 4-5th. Into the second lap, Tessa 
maintained the pressure across the flat and downhill 
sections and then ascended the final hill with a clear 
lead of 50 metres and then ran strongly away from 
her pursuers. Back in the Top 10 it was a close tussle 
between Australia and Turkey with Haileybury leading. 
The fast early pace and technical course was 
punishing with several girls slowing. Tashana and 
Melanie were now together and pursued by two 
Turkish red singlets with a mix of Italians and 
Romanians. A little further back Siobhan and Ashlee 
were also together and focussed on a group just in 
front that included bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ о ƎƛǊƭǎΦ 
 
Tessa extended her lead even further and emotionally 
celebrated a World Schools Cross Country Gold Medal 
by 14 seconds. This was 10 seconds faster than the 
ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘΩ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǊŀŎŜΦ ¢ŀǎƘŀƴŀ (6th) 
ƎǊŜǿ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ рллa ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ 
second runner with Melanie (8th) only seconds behind. 
Three runners in the Top 8 was an extraordinary 
performance and put Haileybury in serious contention 
for team gold. It would come down to fourth runners - 
ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜ мпth, while Ashlee and Siobhan 
held position to place a high 22nd and 23rd (as our 4th 
and 5th home). Tayla Daly ran courageously for 40th 
after 2 weeks of water running with a foot injury.  
 
After a tense 30 minute wait, which included ¢ŜǎǎŀΩǎ 
individual medal ceremony, it was confirmed that 

http://www.sass.sk/crosscountry/index.php?lang=en


Turkey had won by a narrow 4 points with Italy 3rd. 
This was a great performance against essentially the 
Turkey national team as they did not enter select boys 
or girls teams. All our girls ran brilliantly which is 
magnificent given the importance of the event. Some 
interesting stats: Head to Head ς Turkey Vs Australia 
(APS format) we would have won 17-19 and if the 
event had been a 4 leg cross country relay we also 
would have won by 8 seconds. This was an indication 
of how close Turkey and Australia were matched. 
 
Two days later Haileybury received a beautiful red and 
white crystal trophy for 2nd Place Teams and were 
presented with their silver medals. Congratulations to 
all girls on representing Haileybury and Australia so 
well. Thanks also to the 13 parents and siblings who 
travelled to Slovakia to support the team. The screams 
ƻŦ ΨDƻ IŜŀǊǘǎΦΦΦDƻ IŀƛƭŜȅōǳǊȅΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǳŘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
matched the many concerned opposition coaches 
ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ Ψ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŜΦΦΦ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŜΗΩ to their own runners 
to desperately chase hard. 
 
RESULTS ς School Teams Girls: (See Attached PDF) 
1st Tessa Craig Aus 11:56.6 
2nd Ruth Haynes Eng 12:10.9 
3rd Emine Natun Tuna Tur 12:18.1 
6th  Tashana Kehoe-Sporton Aus 12:56.5 
8th Melanie Townsend Aus 13:02.2 
22nd Ashlee Kehoe-Sporton Aus 13:27.2 
23rd Siobhan Jagusch Aus 13:27.8 
40th Tayla Daly Aus 14:27.6 
TEAMS (See Attached PDF for Full Results) 
1st Mus Rekaget Kurumu Lesisi (Turkey) 33 
(3, 7, 9, 14:  27, 98) 
2nd Haileybury (Australia) 37 
(1, 6, 8, 22: 23, 40) 
3rd Istituto Statale Istruzione (Italy) 54 
(5, 11, 13, 25: 42, 96) 
4th Wanganui Collegiate (New Zealand) 78 
(15, 17, 20, 26: 29, 45) 
5th Liceul Teologic Greco Catolic (Romania) 98 
(10, 19, 32, 37: 49, 52) 
6th England 103 
7th Don Bosco College (Belgium Flanders) 131 
8th Dali Lyceum (Cyprus) 148 
9th Szombathely, Nyugat-Magyarorszagi Egyetem 
Bolyai Janos (Hungary) 169 
10th SportLycee (Luxemburg) 187 
11th B.G. Saalfelden (Austria) 207 
12th Les 1 de Cheste (Spain) 209 
13th Gymnazium a stredni odborna skola ekonomicka, 
Vimperk (Czech Republic) 228 
14th Sint-Joris College (Netherlands) 235 
15th Karsava Secondary College (Latvia) 245 
16th Gimnazjum Mszana Gorna (Poland) 263 
17th Sportove gymnazium B.Bystrica (Slovakia) 305 
18th Ort Kiryat Bialik (Israel) 352 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 





 



 

 



 

 



 



 


